
solutions that work

private investment fundstogether

Dedicated teams with a pragmatic business approach to solving problems.



More than 30 of our senior  
lawyers joined our team after 
distinguished careers at the  
DOJ, SEC, FINRA, and IRS.
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A clear choice. As investors seek stability as well as better 
rates of return, private investment funds have become a 
trillion-dollar industry. Morgan Lewis is at the core of these 
matters. Our team of more than 70 lawyers has created one 
of the most comprehensive private fund legal practices in the 
industry and has earned the trust of its clients. 

Our clients depend upon our knowledge and experience as 
we guide them in their private funds investments. We have 
one of the nation’s leading practices representing institutional 
investors in private investment funds based on range of skill, 
relevant knowledge, and level of activity. Our clients include 
many of the world’s top public and private investors. They 
trust us to skillfully assess the legal issues and market terms 

We can help with all legal aspects of private funds  
in all major jurisdictions. 
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firmwide

International firm with approximately 1,300 lawyers 
in 22 offices in the United States, Europe, and Asia

Ranked as one of the top law firms in Corporate  
Counsel magazine’s listing of “Who Represents  
America’s Biggest Companies?” (2010) 

More than 150 lawyers listed in Chambers USA: 
America’s Leading Lawyers for Business (2011)

 
private investment funds

One of the largest international private fund investor 
representation practices

Ranked as one of the industry’s premier private fund 
sponsor and formation practices

Ranked as a leading firm in the Hedge Fund and 
Private Equity Fund Formation practice areas in 
Chambers USA (2011)

Ranked as a leading firm in the Alternative/Hedge 
Fund, Private Equity Fund, and Venture Capital Fund 
practice areas in The U.S. Legal 500 (2011)

Represent 5 of the 10 largest private equity funds 
of funds complexes (measured by AUM)

Represent many leading private funds in complex 
regulatory enforcement and securities litigation

Represent more than 750 mutual, venture capital, 
private equity, and hedge funds and the #1 
business development company in the United 
States (measured in assets)

for virtually every type of fund or direct investment, 
public or private, as well as contractual arrangements 
with intermediaries.  
 

Private fund formation and counsel. We represent all 
types of domestic and offshore private investment funds, 
including cleantech funds, corporate governance and 
activist funds, funds of funds, hedge funds, infrastructure 
funds, master-feeder funds, mezzanine funds, private 

Preparation and review of marketing materials
Advice on latest market terms
Preparation of formation and offering documents
Negotiation with lead investors
Tax-advantaged structures
International fund structures
SBIC experience

Tax counseling for principals
Estate planning
Gift-tax planning
Philanthropic planning 

Investment Company Act of 1940 (exemption or registration)
Investment Advisers Act of 1940 (exemption or registration)
Securities Act exemptions
Exchange Act reporting (Section 16 and Section 13)
ERISA compliance
Broker-dealer experience
Patriot Act and Privacy Act compliance
FSA compliance
Anti-money laundering/OFAC

Secondary market transactions
Processing transfers, assignments, and sales
Addressing defaults
Clawback management
Amendments to legal documents
LP representation

 
General partner/manager formation
Effective management structures
Compensation of principals
Customized vesting alternatives
Labor and employment counseling
Succession planning
Separation agreement negotiation

FOIA counseling
Trademark protection
Employment litigation
Securities litigation
Commercial litigation
Internal investigations

We counsel clients on all formation, compliance, and  
operational aspects of private investment funds.

equity funds, real estate funds, secondary funds, and 
venture capital funds. We advise our clients on all aspects 
of fund organization, including lead and incubation 
investment negotiations, domicile selection, exemption 
from registration, and fee and compensation structures.  
 

Our counsel extends through all stages of investment, 
encompassing transactions on global equity and fixed-
income markets; derivatives; leveraged acquisitions  
and recapitalizations; tender offers; going-private 
transactions; management buyouts; public offerings;  
seed, early-stage, and growth-stage venture financings; 
mezzanine financings; and other special situations.557
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This communication is provided as a general informational service to clients 
and friends of Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP. It should not be construed as, and 
does not constitute, legal advice on any specific matter, nor does this message 

create an attorney-client relationship. These materials may be considered 
Attorney Advertising in some states. Please note that the prior results  

discussed in the material do not guarantee similar outcomes. 
The photo in this material is a dramatization.
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contacts

Ann Baker 
P:  +33 1 53 30 44 24  
E:  abaker@morganlewis.com

Keith Black 
P:  +44 (0)20 3201 5547 
E:  kblack@morganlewis.com

Steven Cohen 
P:  609.919.6604 
E:  scohen@morganlewis.com

Thomas Harman 
P:  202.739.5662 
E:  tharman@morganlewis.com

Ethan Johnson		  
P:  305.415.3394	  
E:  ejohnson@morganlewis.com

Timothy Levin		   
P:  215.963.5037	  
E:  tlevin@morganlewis.com

Paul McCoy 
P:  415.442.1385 
E:  pmccoy@morganlewis.com

Peter Phleger		   
P:  415.442.1096	  
E:  pphleger@morganlewis.com

Georgette Schaefer	  
P:  212.309.6607	  
E:  gschaefer@morganlewis.com

Torsten Schwarze 
P:  +49 69 71 40 07 63 
E:   tschwarze@morganlewis.com

Louis Singer		   
P:  212.309.6603	  
E:  lsinger@morganlewis.com

Jedd Wider		   
P:  212.309.6605	  
E:  jwider@morganlewis.com
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www.morganlewis.com




