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U.S. Embassy in Tokyo Accepting Nonimmigrant Visa Applications on Limited Emergency Basis

March 15, 2011

Due to the recent seismic events in Japan, the Embassy's first priority is assisting U.S. citizens who may be 
injured or missing. Nonimmigrant visa applicants with appointments this week should reschedule their 
appointments for a later date. Nonimmigrant visas will be issued for emergency travel in very limited 
circumstances, including the following:

 Urgent medical treatment 
 Personal or family illness or death 
 Student/exchange visitor applicants who need to register with schools/organizations by the date listed on 

their I-20 or DS-2019 
 or P visa applicants who must arrive in the United States in time for their performance or play

You may find an emergency appointment request form at http://japan2.usembassy.gov/e/visa/tvisa-form-niv-
emergency.html.

For information on the whereabouts and welfare of family and friends in Japan, please consult the State 
Department's website (www.state.gov) or call the toll-free number 1.888.407.4747 or 1.202.501.4444.

The Embassy has also provided the notice in Japanese:

ビザ申請者の皆様へ – 新しい情報

米国大使館は、この度の東北地方太平洋沖地震で負傷あるいは行方不明となっている米国市民への援

助を優先するため、緊急以外のビザ面接予については再度予約を取り直すようお願いしています。

今週の面接予約をお持ちの方は来週以降への変更をお願いします。

あなたの状況が緊急であると確信される場合は、リクエストフォームを提出することができます。

緊急とは次のような場合です：

 緊急医療、

 家族の病気または死亡、

 学生または交流訪問者で、I-20やDS-

2019に記載されている日までに学校または受入れ機関に登録する必要がある、または

 OまたはPビザ申請者で、公演･競技に間に合うよう米国に到着する必要がある。

米国大使館ビザ課

For more information, or if you have any questions regarding the issues discussed in this Immigration Alert, 
please contact any of the following attorneys:

http://japan2.usembassy.gov/e/visa/tvisa-form-nivemergency.html
http://www.state.gov/
http://japan2.usembassy.gov/e/visa/tvisa-form-nivemergency.html
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Washington, D.C.
Eleanor Pelta 202.739.5050 epelta@morganlewis.com
Eric S. Bord 202.739.6040 ebord@morganlewis.com

San Francisco
A. James Vázquez-Azpiri 415.442.1343 ajvazquez@morganlewis.com
Lance Nagel 415.442.1345 lnagel@morganlewis.com

Now Available: AILA's Focus on Immigration Practice Under AC21
Written by Eleanor Pelta and A. James Vázquez-Azpiri, AILA's Focus on Immigration Practice Under AC21
provides invaluable insight on the effect AC21 has had on the H-1B visa category. For more information, please 
visit www.ailapubs.org/ac21.html or call 1.800.982.2939 to order a copy.

About Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
With 22 offices in the United States, Europe, and Asia, Morgan Lewis provides comprehensive transactional, 
litigation, labor and employment, regulatory, and intellectual property legal services to clients of all sizes—from 
global Fortune 100 companies to just-conceived startups—across all major industries. Our international team of 
attorneys, patent agents, employee benefits advisors, regulatory scientists, and other specialists—nearly 3,000 
professionals total—serves clients from locations in Beijing, Boston, Brussels, Chicago, Dallas, Frankfurt, 
Harrisburg, Houston, Irvine, London, Los Angeles, Miami, New York, Palo Alto, Paris, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, 
Princeton, San Francisco, Tokyo, Washington, D.C., and Wilmington. For more information about Morgan Lewis 
or its practices, please visit us online at www.morganlewis.com.  

This Alert is provided as a general informational service to clients and friends of Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP. It should not be construed as, and does not constitute, legal advice on any specific 
matter, nor does this message create an attorney-client relationship. These materials may be considered Attorney Advertising in some states. 

Please note that the prior results discussed in the material do not guarantee similar outcomes. 
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