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Discussion Points

• Do You Need a New Visa?

• Planning Ahead

• Where Can You apply?

• Documentary Requirements

• “Administrative Processing” and Other Delays

• India Appointment Procedures



© 2012 Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

Do I Need a Visa?

• If you are not traveling outside of the U.S., you do not need to
renew your visa

• Your arrival departure record (Form I-94) controls your
authorized period of stay; your visa is solely for purposes of
entering the U.S.

• In some cases, you may have an I-94 that is valid for
longer than the visa stamp, or vice versa
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Planning Ahead

• Schedule appointment as far in advance as possible, particularly
during holidays

• Plan visa renewal with future international travel plans in mind

• Allow for at least a week from appointment to receive your visa

• Visa processing may take much longer for people from certain
countries, with certain academic backgrounds, or with previous
immigration or criminal issues

• If you apply in a country other than your own country, you may
need to get a visa to go to the third country
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Where Can I Apply?

• Country of citizenship

• Country of last residence abroad

• Country accepting “Third Country National” (TCN) Applications

• U.S. Consulates in Canada and Mexico will accept TCN applications,
unless:

• Applicant has previous immigration violations;

• Applicant is from one of six countries designated as sponsors of
terrorism

• Mexico requires that applicant must apply in same category as last
U.S. visa
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Where Can I Apply?

– If you apply for a visa in Canada or Mexico and the
application is rejected, you must return directly to your home
country to reapply

– Remember: people from many countries, including India and
China, need visas to enter Canada or Mexico

– Other U.S. consular posts may accept TCN applications –
must check with post ahead of time on whether they will do
this, and for special requirements
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Basic Documentary Requirements

• Valid passport with at least six months of validity from the
time you will reenter the U.S., and at least two blank
pages

• H-1B approval notice

• DS-160 application confirmation page

• Receipt for payment of visa fees

• Recent pay stubs from H-1B employer

• Marriage certificate (if applicable)

• Original court disposition for any criminal charges (if
applicable)
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Basic Documentary Requirements

• Recommended:

– Original academic credentials

– A letter from H-1B employer confirming job title, salary, and
location (if application is three or more months from petition
approval date). May be requested from H.R. Helpline

– Export control compliance letter available at
http://web.apple.com/areas/importexport/

• Note that many of the “required” documents listed on
U.S. consulate websites may be inapplicable
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“Administrative Processing” Delays

• Certain applicants will be subject to Administrative Process which
may delay the process

• NCIC “hits,” due to arrests or criminal convictions

• Security Advisory Opinion (SAO) administrative processing:

• Technology Alert List or other Sensitive technologies (“Mantis”):
could be 30 days or longer

• Nationals of certain countries (“Condor”): usually only a few days

• Other administrative delays:

• Employer-employee relationship

• Fraud investigation

For more information on administrative processing delays, please visit
this link.
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H-1B Visa Appointment Procedures in India

• The U.S. consular service in the U.S. has recently changed its procedure for
applying for a U.S. visa in India. As of September 26, 2012, the process
involves two separate appointments. Here are the steps:

– Complete the DS-160 visa application

– Initiate visa appointment using DS-160 number

– Pay visa application fee

– Book visa appointment and biometrics appointment online

– Attend biometrics appointment

– Attend visa interview appointment

– Pick up or receive passport with issue with visa
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Initiate the DS-160 Visa Application
(Applies to all consular posts)

• To start the appointment process, you must first initiate a
DS-160 visa application form.

– Go to https://ceac.state.gov/genniv/ to initiate the DS-160
application.

– Once you have selected the place where you will apply for a visa,
press “Start an Application;” you will be given an application ID.
You will need this ID to book an appointment.*

•

*Note that you must complete the DS-160 using the
same ID that the application was started with. If you
initiate a new application, it will not be linked to your
appointment. If you need to finish the application later, you
should save the application so that the same ID appears
when you return to complete it.
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India Procedures: Initiate Visa Appointment
Booking

• Initiate appointment at www.ustraveldocs.com/in

• Create a user name and password
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India Procedures: Initiate Visa Appointment
Booking

• At the Dashboard, press “schedule appointment” in the
upper left-hand part of the page
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India Procedures: Initiate Visa Appointment
Booking

• On the next page, select “Nonimmigrant,” and on the
next screen choose the consulate at which you will apply
for the visa, and select the language on the following
page
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India Procedures: Initiate Visa Appointment
Booking

• You will then be asked what kind of nonimmigrant visa
you will be applying for; you should select: “Employment
(Petition Based Temporary Workers Visa)”
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India Procedures: Initiate Visa Appointment
Booking

• Press “Continue” and then select the appropriate
category and press “Continue” again
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India Procedures: Initiate Visa Appointment
Booking

• Enter in passport details, U.S. contact address, U.S.
home address, and petitioner details
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India Procedures: Initiate Visa Appointment
Booking

• Add information for family members who will apply with
you (if applicable)
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India Procedures: Initiate Visa Appointment
Booking

– Specify document delivery. You may either:

• Deliver to an address in India

• Arrange for pickup at one of several designated locations
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India Procedures: Pay Visa Application Fee

• Arrange payment for visa application fee

• The fee for each applicant is US$190, which must be paid in local
currency (currently 10,450INR). Note that the exchange rate changes
periodically, so check the website for up-to-date fees

• You will need your appointment number to make payment

• Select payment options

• Follow specific payment instructions

• Wait for payment to be credited
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India Procedures: Pay Visa Application Fee

• For an electronic fund transfer (EFT), a unique
beneficiary account number will be created, which you
must use to make the payment.
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India Procedures: Check for Payment
Receipt

– Once payment is credited (three hours if paying through
EFT), you may book your visa appointment and biometric
appointment
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India Procedures: Select Visa Application
Interview Date

– Select visa interview date from calendar



© 2012 Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

India Procedures: Select OFC date

– Select OFC appointment date from calendar:
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India Procedures: Visa Application
Appointment Confirmation

– Review appointment confirmation:
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India Procedures: Visa Waivers for Certain
L-2 and H-4 Applicants

• H-4 and L-2 Dependents meeting the following criteria are not required to
attend interviews in India:

–Previous H-4 or L-2 visa issued in India

–H-4 or L-2 issued under same petitioner

–Previous H-4 or L-2 still valid or expired within last 12 months

–No previous visa refusals since last H-4 or L-2 issued

For information on interview waiver drop-box procedures, visit
http://www.ustraveldocs.com/in/in-niv-visarenew.asp
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Visa Interview Reminders
(Applies to all consular posts)

–Security is very heavy, so prepare accordingly

–Arrive 30 minutes prior to appointment time

–Remember to bring to the appointment:

• Yourself

• Your passport (should be valid for at least six months from the time you will enter the U.S.)

• Your approval notice from the USCIS (I-797)

• Employment verification (recent pay stub and/or verification letter)

• Appointment confirmation printout

• Fee payment receipt

• DS-160 confirmation page

• Family members (if required to appear), along with passports and marriage and birth certificates

• Remember to leave at home:

• Your iPhones, iPads, and all other electronic devices

• Sharp and other dangerous objects
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Thank You!

Questions? Email:
Appleimmigration@morganlewis.com


