
© 2017 Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

FAST BREAK :
CONGRESSIONAL MIDTERM 
ELECTIONS
Susan Feigin Harris, Timothy Lynch, Kathleen 
Rubinstein, David Mendelsohn, and Jake Harper

November 27, 2018



Agenda – Congressional Midterm Elections 

• Political Outcomes and Impact 

– Exit Polling 

– House of Representatives

– Senate 

– Elections Across the Country 

• Key Healthcare Issues  

– Drug Price Reform

– Opioid Crisis

– The Budget 

– Affordable Care Act 

– And More …

• Looking Ahead
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Beginning at the Exit (Polling)…

3Source: YouTube (Nov 6. 2018)  



116th Congress – House of Representatives 
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116th Congress – House of Representatives 
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Current Democratic Leadership – 115th Congress 

Democratic leadership elections to be held the week of Nov. 26th



116th Congress – House of Representatives 
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116th Congress – House Committee Leadership
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ENERGY & COMMERCE 
Jurisdiction Over Healthcare Policy 

___________________________________________

FRANK PALLONE (NJ) – Chairman 
GREG WALDEN (OR) – Ranking Republican 

WAYS & MEANS 
Jurisdiction Over Tax Policy 

___________________________________________

RICHARD NEAL (MA) – Chairman 
KEVIN BRADY (TX) – Ranking Republican 

OVERSIGHT & GOVERNMENT REFORM 
Oversight Jurisdiction Over All Federal Agencies & Programs
_________________________________________________

ELIJAH CUMMINGS (MD) – Chairman 
JIM JORDAN (OH) – Ranking Republican 

APPROPRIATIONS 
Jurisdiction Over All Federal Spending 

___________________________________________

NITA LOWEY (NY) – Chairman 
ROBERT ADERHOLT (AL) – Ranking Republican 



116th Congress – Senate 
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*Mississippi run-off on Nov. 27th

*



116th Congress – Senate 
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(Replacing term-limited John Cornyn (TX))



116th Congress – Senate 
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Democratic Leadership 



116th Congress – Senate Committee Leadership
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Elections Across the Country 
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Elections Across the Country 
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Drug Price Reform – What Americans Think
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Drug Price Reform – Congress 
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Drug Price Reform – Trump Administration

17



Drug Price Reform – The States 
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The Opioid Crisis 
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The Budget and Appropriations 

• What Congress did (and did not do) for FY 2019

• What we’re watching in 2019

– Spending caps  

– Debt ceiling expires Mar. 1

o Sequestration 2.0???

– Healthcare programs expiring Oct. 1

o Medicare extenders 

o Medicaid DSH relief
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Affordable Care Act – Ongoing Efforts to Unwind 
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New 
October 2018

1332 waiver guidance
• Permits states to allow coverage that 

deviates from the ACA



Texas v. Azar
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Medicaid – On the Ballot 
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Medicaid – 1115 Waiver Activity 
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CMS Approved Work Waivers – AR, IN, KY, NH, WI

Source: Kaiser Family Foundation (Nov. 2, 2018)



Agenda

• Outcomes and Impact 

– Exit polling 

– House of Representatives

– Senate 

– Elections Across the Country 

• Key Healthcare Issues  

– Drug Price Reform 

– Opioid Crisis 

– The Budget 

– Affordable Care Act

– And More … 

• Looking Ahead

25



Looking Ahead – Where’s the Common Ground?
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Looking Ahead – Preparing for a New Landscape 

• Recommendations for clients 

– Evaluate your delegation; get to know your members

– Educate your delegation to your institution and its issues

• Capitol Hill

– Loss of many senior members and institutional knowledge

– Parties positioning ahead of 2020 [Medicare for All?] 

• Healthcare policy changes

– Divided government generally impedes large programmatic reforms

– Policy changes focused on appropriations and the regulatory process 

– Focus remains on agencies and the states
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Thanks!
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Susan Feigin Harris assists a diverse group of 
healthcare clients on a variety of federal and state 
regulatory issues, including reimbursement issues and 
disputes including Medicare, Medicaid, and commercial 
payors. Susan’s clients include hospitals, physician 
groups, trade associations, and government relations 
entities seeking strategic advice concerning policy 
advocacy. Susan negotiates numerous contracts on 
behalf of her clients and works with providers to ensure 
they are appropriately licensed, certified, and enrolled in 
government programs.

Susan Feigin Harris
Partner
Houston
+1.713.890.5733
susan.harris@morganlewis.com

Click Here for full bio

mailto:susan.harris@morganlewis.com
https://www.morganlewis.com/bios/susanharris


Thanks!
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Timothy P. Lynch directs all activities, including the 
strategic and operational functions, of the Washington 
Strategic Government Relations and Counseling 
Practice. He monitors legislative and political trends and 
developments, as well as managing lobbying registration 
and reporting, visits to government officials, and 
relationships with trade associations. In addition, Morgan 
Lewis’s clients seek his advice on government relations 
and public policy issues.

Timothy P. Lynch
Senior Director
Washington, DC
+1.202.739.5263
timothy.lynch@morganlewis.com

Click Here for full bio

mailto:susan.harris@morganlewis.com
https://www.morganlewis.com/bios/tlynch


Thanks!
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Kathleen helps healthcare providers navigate the 
uncertainties of a shifting policy landscape. She has 
spent most of her career at the intersection of public 
policy and healthcare law, focusing on the regulation and 
financing of the Medicare and Medicaid programs, 
implementation of the Affordable Care Act, and 
government-led initiatives on healthcare reform. 
Colleagues turn to Kathleen for insight on healthcare 
policy and related issues and seek her out for 
collaboration in the development of articles and 
presentations of topical interest for healthcare clients. 

Kathleen Rubinstein
Senior Health Policy Analyst
Houston
+1.713.890.5726
kathleen.rubinstein@morganlewis.com

Click Here for full bio

mailto:Kathleen.rubinstein@morganlewis.com
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Thanks!
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David is a Government Affairs Specialist in our 
Washington, DC office. 

David Mendelsohn 

Government Affairs Specialist 

Washington, DC

+1.202.739.5431
david.mendelsohn@morganlewis.com

mailto:david.mendelsohn@morganlewis.com


Join us next month!

Please join us for next month’s webinar:

Fast Break: Holiday Gifts

Featuring Jake Harper

 December 18, 3:00 PM (EST)

Check out all our webinars on our Fast Break Series Page!
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https://morganlewis.webex.com/morganlewis/onstage/g.php?MTID=ebd5cb291c65f5a624292513fdd0e1c69
https://www.morganlewis.com/events/fast-break-webinar-series
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